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Growing up in Côte Saint-Luc, I 
was a member of Beth Zion Con-
gregation. This is where I went 
to Hebrew school, had my Bar 
Mitzvah and attended services 
and many simchas. Ten years 
ago, during the High Holidays, 

my father-in-law asked me to join him for Kol Nidre at 
the TBDJ. I already knew Rabbi Chaim Steinmetz quite 
well, yet that visit and our growing respect and con-
nection with the spiritual leader played a critical role in 
the decision to switch synagogues.

Rabbi Steinmetz made his mark in our city the moment 
he arrived here 19 years ago. It is hard to believe that 
he will be leaving us in the months to come for a presti-
gious position in New York City.

As a friend, congregant and huge admirer of Rabbi 
Steinmetz, I write this story with a heavy heart. He 
is one in a million, one of the nicest and most com-
passionate individuals you will ever meet. During his 
nearly two decades here, his contributions have gone 
well beyond the confines of TBDJ. Wearing my hat as 
a journalist, I would go to him often for a quote when 
an important story regarding the Jewish community 
broke out. He assumed many leadership posts in the 
community and was never afraid to speak up on con-

troversial issues. Articulate as they come, his sermons 
were always “must listen to” experiences. He came here 
with his wife Lisa Schwartz from New York. Together 
they raised their four children and adopted Montreal as 
their home. 

In everyone’s life there comes a challenge you cannot 
pass up. That is what happened to Rabbi Steinmetz 
when he was offered the position of senior Rabbi of 
Kehilath Jeshurun, a distinguished and historic syna-
gogue on Manhattan’s Upper East Side. He will be suc-
ceeding one of the great leaders of the North American 
rabbinate, Rabbi Haskel Lookstein. “This appointment 
is both a great privilege and a great responsibility, and 
offers me the possibility of beginning a meaningful 
new chapter in my career,” he wrote to congregants.

Rabbi Steinmetz will be thanked for his years of service 
at an upcoming City of Côte Saint-Luc council meeting 
on. The public will be invited for a small reception. 

While I did indeed join TBDJ based on my respect and 
admiration for Rabbi Steinmetz, I am glad to say that 
his legacy will live on. This synagogue has a new and 
vibrant young leadership group which will carry TBDJ 
forward for many years to come.
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Kol Nidrei should have disappeared a long time 
ago. From its introduction in the 800’s, it was sharply 
opposed for the next 400 years by Rabbinic authori-
ties who saw it as a meaningless gesture. In the 1100’s, 
a debate emerged over which vows, future or past, 
Kol Nidrei refers to. And in the 19th century, because 
of anti-Semitic claims that it enabled Jews to violate 
oaths, many reformers (and even, for short time, 
Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch) removed Kol Nidrei 
from the service. Kol Nidrei is a problematic prayer. 

So why is Kol Nidrei still part of the service? Only 
because of the melody. There are moving tunes, both 
in Ashkenazic and Sephardic tradition, for Kol Nidrei. 
No matter what questions there are about Kol Nidrei, 
it is here to stay, because the tunes are majestic and 
awe-inspiring.

And this is precisely my problem with Kol Nidrei. 
I was trained in Lithuanian style Yeshivot to think 
about serious Jewish content, about Talmudic texts 
and theological sources; Kol Nidrei is the opposite 
of that. Kol Nidrei is a ritual that hangs by less than 
a thread of hair, with an inferior Halachic pedigree, 
and is only preserved because of its tune. What 
bothered me is that Kol Nidrei is religious fluff, all 
musical culture and minimal religious content. So 
why did it find a place of honor leading off the Yom 
Kippur liturgy?

Frankly, contemporary Judaism is overstocked with 

My Problem with Kol Nidrei 
Rabbi Chaim Steinmetz

religious fluff. There was an advertisement years 
ago from a yeshiva in Jerusalem that had a picture 
of a bagel, lox, and cream cheese sandwich with the 
caption: “is this the culmination of 3,000 years of 
Jewish history?”. This sadly is all too often the case, 
with Jewish identity reduced to the soundtrack of 
Fiddler on the Roof, brisket, and satin kippahs. This 
superficial cultural Judaism offers no rationale for 
continuity, and no true link to spirituality. 

Because of this, I saw content and culture as antago-
nists. To me, bagels, lox, and cream cheese Judaism 
was the opposite of the Judaism that nurtured me in 
Yeshiva. And even the melodies like Kol Nidrei were 
just superficial enhancements, pleasant but ultimate-
ly unimportant. 

But I was wrong. Culture is important too. Melodies, 
foods, even jokes have a role in preserving Judaism. 

In the language of Halacha, we call these elements 
a minhag, or a custom. Minhag is about the little 
distinctive cultural touches that make observance 
more fascinating. Rabbi Maimon (the father of the 
Rambam) wrote about the importance of respecting 
customs like eating donuts on Chanukah. Indeed, 
it is often the customs, with their distinctive tastes, 
aromas, colors and melodies that inspire us, in ways 
we are not fully aware of.

What my overly intellectual perspective had missed 
is this: that the little things, the aromas, tastes, colors, 
and melodies, are a powerful way of conveying the 

continued next page...

Culture can create an 
emotional connection 
unavailable in the world 
of ideas.

Rabbi Steinmetz with Shlomo & Ilan Drazin at TBDJ’s Eitan Katz Concert
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content, the great ideas I so love. Culture can create 
an emotional connection unavailable in the world of 
ideas.

And this is the power of Kol Nidrei, the power of 
singing the same song as our grandparents, even if 
the words are obscure. And even the intellectually 
inclined among us should never overlook it.

In 1913, a young intellectual decided to convert 
to Christianity. As a final farewell to Judaism, he 
decided to go to Kol Nidrei services. After the 
service, he left a transformed man, rededicated 
to his Jewish roots. In the years that followed, this 
man, Franz Rozensweig, became a prominent Jewish 
philosopher, and inspired many others to make their 
journey back to Judaism.

Ironically, a great intellectual was drawn back to 
Judaism by Kol Nidrei, a prayer that is more melody 
than meaning. And even today, otherwise alienat-
ed Jews show up for Kol Nidrei, drawn by in by the 
inspiring melody.

Now, if we could only teach them to love the ideas of 
Judaism as well...

______

This is the twentieth time and final time that I am 
writing a high holiday bulletin message for TBDJ. It 
has been truly a privilege to be part of this congrega-
tion, and as I wrote in my letter to the congregation, 
Lisa and I cannot properly thank all of you for your 
kindness through the years. We have gained so much 
personally and professionally from these years; we 
are the people we are today because of this won-
derful community. So many of you are remarkable 
people who do remarkable things, and your personal 
examples will remain an inspiration to me.

We thank you for a wonderful two decades at TBDJ.

 

Melodies, foods, even 
jokes have a role in 
preserving Judaism. 

CLERGY 
Rabbi: Chaim Steinmetz

Chazzan Sheini: Amiel Bender
Education Director: Rabbi Eddie Shostak

EXECUTIVE
President: Judah Aspler

1st Vice President: Stephanie Steinman
2nd Vice President: Meir Israel

Co-Treasurer: Sam Drazin
Co-Treasurer: Yair Meyers

Secretary: Michael Hollander
Religious Services Chair: Ami Drazin

Immediate Past President: Mayer Diamond
Past Presidents’ Council Representative: Morty Yalovsky

Membership Committee Co-Chair: Jonathan Gal
Membership Committee Co-Chair: Warren Greenstone

GABBAIM 
Gerry Cartman

Ian Widman

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Saul Deitcher
Ian Ellbogen
Steve Fiter 
Frank Fried

Phil Friedman
Sharon Hecht

Esther Hutman
Maxine Jacobson 

Alan Katznelson 
Josh Orzech

Lionel Rabinovitch
Howie Steinberg
Jeffrey Steinberg

Hal Waller
Tziporah Widman

PAST PRESIDENTS
John Alper 

Hon. Harry Aronovitch ז"ל 
Kenneth N. Corber

Mendy Dalfen
Mayer Diamond
Sam Druker ז"ל

Ralph Engel
Arthur Gutner 

Alan Katznelson 
Harry Karpman ז"ל 

Hy Sederoff ז"ל

Jack S. Leiter ז"ל 
Seymour Mishkin 
Theodore Quint 

Neal Reinblatt ז"ל
Lazar Sarna 

David Stein ז"ל
Howie Steinberg

Murray Vasilevsky
Mark Wainberg
Morty Yalovsky

Congregation Tifereth Beth David Jerusalem
 Leadership

4



Q & A with Rabbi Steinmetz

Q: How did you originally end up in Montreal and at TBDJ?

A: When we came to Montreal, it was just a few months after the referendum. To be honest, we got a lot of 
advice from people telling us that we shouldn’t come, that the Montreal community was going to disappear. 
Others told me TBDJ was a difficult synagogue that I should avoid. So why did we come anyway? Well, I guess 
we were young, and willing to take risks. We figured we could always move on if it didn’t work out. And I saw 
the enormous possibilities in our synagogue, which had been a leader in Montreal for many years. We met some 
wonderful people when we visited, and felt it made sense to come. And even though we were not at all sure how 
long we’d stay, we bought a house right away.

Q: Did you ever believe you could get so attached to a new commu-
nity in a new country?

A: Getting connected was slow at first. We had twin one year olds 
and Lisa was just pregnant with our third. We had our hands full 
and we were learning new personalities and a new culture. It took 
a good five to six years until this felt like home. But since then, we 
have truly become Montrealers, with a profound appreciation for 
this unique Jewish community, which is a model for true communal 
cooperation, and living in Montreal has truly shaped my vision of 
what a Jewish community should be. We have had the privilege of 
being part of this great synagogue. We are lucky to have gotten to 
know so many wonderful people, and gotten to be a part of their 
lives, in good times and in difficult times. 

Q: What are the most noticeable changes you have seen at the TBDJ 
over the past two decades?

A: We have watched the synagogue grow and transform. When we arrived there were very few children for youth 
groups, very few young families. We have grown little by little, until slowly we started to be a place filled with 
people of all ages, including many young families. There was a time our synagogue had a reputation for being 
cold and unfriendly. I am so proud that today that when someone new walks in the door, they will be welcomed 
warmly. I am so proud of how all of the kids feel so at home here. They don’t think twice about running over to me 
and giving me a high five. This synagogue has really become a special community and is a tribute to the all of our 
members who have worked so hard to make it a great synagogue.

Q: During your time here you became a community and political activist, speaking out when necessary on issues 
related to Israel, acts of antisemitism and intolerance and of course the PQ’s ill-fated Charter of Values? Did you 
expect that to be the case when you arrived? 

A: When I started in the Rabbinate, I never imagined I would be an activist; I was much more a basic teach and 
preach Rabbi, and I avoided anything that smacked of the political. But then a few Rabbis in the NY area started 
to call Yitzchak Rabin disgusting names, and I felt enough is enough, so I went on a publicity campaign to counter 
them. And once I got to Montreal, I was in a place where the community always took a forceful position in issues 
of importance; and over the years I was deeply influenced by a few colleagues and friends here who were tireless 
activists, and I am deeply grateful for all they taught me. So this community and my friends were a major influence 
on me being an activist as well.

The Steinmetz Family
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Please allow me to channel my inner Charles Dickens. 
This is the easiest column to write, and this is the most 
difficult column to write. 

Luckily for you all, that is the extent of my familiarity 
with his works. I am however getting quite familiar 
with the works of TBDJ. Our members, our community, 
our volunteers, our services, our needs, our challenges, 
and our successes. I’ve also been privileged to become 
familiar with our Rav, Rabbi Chaim Steinmetz. I’ve 
done so not just by serving in various TBDJ roles, but 
also by being a simple member of this community. And 
that is why this is a difficult piece to produce. But I’ll 
come back to that later. 

Why is this the easiest column to compose? The answer 
is very simple. Because Congregation TBDJ is on the 
right path, on solid footing, and with a great future 
ahead of it. It’s no secret that being an Orthodox Syna-
gogue in this day and age isn’t the easiest task. As our 
community’s comfort level grows and its ties to the 
world strengthen, so the role of synagogue in family 
life often plummets. While costs increase, affiliation 
and participation drop. Not just in Montreal, but ev-
erywhere. It’s a time of reflection for synagogues, and 
many need to take difficult decisions and actions in 
order to serve the greater community best. There are 
two things a synagogue can do, accept its fate, or step 
up its game. TBDJ’s game is strong.

Our active membership is growing every month, as is 
our participation level. Even during the “dead weeks” of 
deep winter cold (when you can actually hear all of the 
Torah reading on Shabbat), it’s no longer astonishing to 
see 300 people in the building on Shabbat. Having 40 to 
50 kids in our youth programs is a below average week. 
Meeting less than three new faces at kiddush seldom 
happens. Going a month without some sort of fun in 
the building seems like an eternity. And I can go on. But 

I’d rather you read about all that activity in the coming 
pages, directly from the people behind it. 

Rather than summarize all they’ll detail, I’d like to 
instead bring forth some stuff you probably don’t 
know, both because you don’t necessarily see it and 
because it doesn’t typically get called out. 

As Paul Harvey said, “and now, the rest of the story”.

Our Gabbaim. Being gabbai is the least sought after job 
in the shul, with the exception of this always presti-
gious and honour generating position I hold. I know 
this both because I’ve served as gabbai, and because 
I’ve given my fair share of verbal abuse to gabbais over 
the years. Gerry Cartman and Ian Widman are in their 
3rd year on the job, performing in a quiet, responsible, 
smooth and effective way. No fights, no complaints, no 
threats or resignations. Gerry even finds time to help 
drive Torah learning through our Programming Com-
mittee, as well as through weeknight shiurim he sets up. 
No questions, no demands, no fuss, and no thank-yous 
sought. Thank you, Gerry and Ian.

Scott Garber recently moved to Montreal with his wife, 
Tova (Lieberman). Whether he truly moved or not is 
up to your interpretation and that of Revenue Quebec, 
but the fact that he calls TBDJ home is good enough 
for me. You won’t see Scott’s name on any letterhead 
or credit roll, but he is probably behind any successful 
program or initiative you experience. He helped drive 
the inaugural Shabbat Project in CSL and Hampstead 
and quickly became the driving force behind it for the 
entire city of Montreal. He is behind many of the names 
and groups that come to share with us on Shabba-
tons. He quietly helps us push out Chessed initiatives, 
and even helps us navigate through some of our own 
politics and red tape. What Scott has brought to our 
community in a short year or two is more than most can 
hope to bring in a lifetime. Thank you, Scott.

You all know Yakov Lev. You probably think you see all 
that he does for TBDJ and for each of its members and 
hall rental clients. Allow me to tell you that you only 
see the half of it. I was recently in Outremont picking 
up a smoked meat sandwich at Deli 365. I was talking to 
Mr. Weiss about TBDJ and he said to me that Yakov is so 
special that if someone walks in and says they’re here 
for Yakov, a free sandwich would be sent out to him 
right away. I responded that I was actually heading to 

President’s Report
Judah Aspler

continued next page...
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see him that night. I got a free pickle. (In fairness to Mr. 
Weiss and his catering though, he also helps TBDJ out 
whenever he can.) Thank you, Yakov.

It took Amiel Bender only a couple of months before 
not only was he on top of his duties at TBDJ, but also 
eager to find better ways to get more done. His level of 
care towards our members, and especially our youth is 
incredible. His desire to work with them, and his total 
rejection of apathy and failure will be a pillar of TBDJ 
for years to come. Thank you, Amiel. 

Our youth programs were launched by Zack Isakow 
and his model Camp Ilan organization, with the leader-
ship of Josh Orzech, our unbelievably dedicated and 
never-at-rest Youth Chair. Zack moved to Israel over a 
year ago, but the program still thrives. Why? Because 
during that time, two youngsters who grew up at TBDJ 
fired up their own leadership careers. In a short year’s 
time, Jacob Shapiro and Zach Steinlauf went from 
rookies and Youth Directors in Training to remarkable 
and well-respected talents. It’s been amazing to watch 
them get better at their jobs each week, and to see 
their enjoyment and enthusiasm grow all the while. I 
hope they’re here to stay. Thank you, Jacob and Zach.

Meir Israel, our Vice President is one of the hardest, 
and most supportive workers you’ll find at TBDJ. There 
is nothing he won’t undertake, and nothing he’ll under-
take haphazardly. As he starts to take over more and 
more aspects of our operations, you’ll see what good 
hands we’ll be in. Thank you, Meir.

There’s a group that meets downstairs during Haftara 
each week. The words of our Prophets are still incred-
ibly relevant, so I cannot fully endorse their routine, 
but I can tell you that our “Mafia Kiddush Club” are 
the friendliest group in the building. When a new face 
walks in, they’re invited right away and made to feel 
welcome, not only during those few minutes but before 
and after the libation and herring come and go. Led by 
Zac Grunstein, Michael Hollander, Lorne Lieberman, 
Yair Meyers, and others, they are tremendous TBDJ 
ambassadors. Thank you and l’chaim, guys. 

Our members used to be known as cold and unfriend-
ly. Today, the opposite is true. While there’s still what 
to work on, our congregation is an inviting one, and 
one that many from around the city come to be a part 
of. This was helped along by some weekly messages, 
but is mostly the result of solid individuals. When we 

recently sent out an email asking for weekend hospital-
ity, we received multiple replies within minutes. Even 
for a family of seven with a baby. When someone is in 
need, we have a lineup to help them. This community is 
unique and special. Thank you to all who play a role.

Last but not least, you don’t know of the support, 
tolerance, respect, and inevitable forgiveness I receive 
at home. My wife Rachel isn’t fond of the title First 
Lady, and the last thing she desired after two years of 
carrying it was an extension. But she understands and 
respects the community, the job at hand, and my role 
in it. My children, Nediva, Gavi and Talia, would prefer 
I be with them at night when I’m not traveling for work, 
but they never complain (not to me at least) when my 
nights are spent on Baily Road, whether physically or 
mentally. Thank you to the best First Family around.

And now you know, the “rest of the story”.

I was asked early on in my presidency what I’d do if the 
Rabbi decided to leave. It was simple. I said I’d quit. But 
I’m still here, and that’s because of the above stories. 
This column is the hardest to write because our Rabbi, 
our leader, our mentor, our teacher, and above all our 
friend is leaving. It’s not what any of us wanted or asked 
for or wouldn’t move mountains in order to reverse. I 
know I speak on behalf of our entire membership, and 
even the entire Jewish Community of Montreal, when I 
say that as difficult as it is to see Rabbi Steinmetz leave, 
it will be equally satisfying to see our friend grow and 
succeed in New York. When he turns to his new con-
gregation and asks them to say hello to one another, I 
know that we’ll still hear him and respond quicker than 
those darn Yankees, and that he’ll know it and be both 
proud and happy for us as well.

While this column is difficult to write, completing it is 
very achievable, and that’s because of who we are and 
where we’re still going. I don’t say this to diminish the 
Rabbi’s role in it all, as he directly set us on this path, 
but I say it because that is the way I’m sure he wants us 
all to think and act. The optimism of Rabbi Akiva that 
he’d often teach us about, should now drive us forward. 
We won’t be looking to replace Rabbi Chaim Steinmetz, 
as he is irreplaceable. We’ll instead be closing another 
great chapter of an incredible book called “TBDJ”, and 
we’ll be using what we read and lived in it, to help us 
start writing the next amazing chapter.

Shana Tova.
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who spend much of their own time to execute these 
amazing events.

Finally I have to thank our great clergy, Rabbi Stein-
metz and Amiel Bender. Without their guidance 
and support the shul would not be what it is today. I 
would be remiss not to thank Rabbi Steinmetz specif-
ically for everything that he has done over his time 
at TBDJ for he has truly been the core of our commu-
nity. I think that I speak for everyone in wishing him 
the best of luck in his new endeavor and to let him 
know that he will be missed.

On behalf of myself and the office staff, I want to 
wish you and your families a healthy and happy New 
Year.

VISIT OUR NEW SHULCLOUD SITE AT 
HTTP://TBDJ.ORG

SEND A NOTE TO BRIAN@TBDJ.ORG TO 
RECEIVE YOUR ACCOUNT PASSWORD.

Last December marked a turning point in my life. 
After having been involved with the shul since I was 
a child, I was asked to take on the role of Interim Ex-
ecutive Director of TBDJ. Since that day I have been 
fortunate enough to be involved in the day to day 
running of the shul and I have loved every minute 
of it. What has made it even more exceptional has 
been the reception I have received from day one. 
Our amazing members have welcomed me with open 
arms and many have been there to help me through 
the transition. 

A special thanks to our President Judah Aspler who 
has guided me though the learning curve and served 
as a great resource. I must also highlight the incred-
ible assistance provided by our amazing multi-task-
ing office staff of Brian, Tatyana, Natali and Yakov. 
As a team we have been able to institute many new 
procedures that have allowed the office to run much 
smoothly.

The past year has been one of change at TBDJ, the 
biggest one being the institution of Shulcloud as 
our new office database system. This has been a 
revolutionary change to the way that we handle our 
members’ accounts. Each member can access their 
record to make changes to their personal informa-
tion, pay their bills, register for events and much 
more. If you haven’t done so, please check out the 
website as well as the TBDJ App for your mobile 
phones.

Enough can’t be said about the executive and board 
whose hard work help ensure the daily operation of 
the shul; their input and guidance is critical. Along-
side these volunteers are the committee members 
that make up our vibrant community. These commit-
tees work tirelessly throughout the year to bring you 
the many Shabbatons, programs, guest speakers and 
more. We owe a big thank you to all the volunteers 

Executive Director’s Message
Joyce Reinblatt

The TBDJ staff (L to R): Brian, Joyce, Yakov and Natalie
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 Bulletin Bits 
by Brian Torobin

Editor`s Note: Brian Torobin started work at TBDJ in the summer of 2013. Using 
over 20 years of experience as an administrative assistant in a variety of office 
environments, he brings with him a grab-bag of skills uniquely tailored for a 
synagogue office – from office systems design to document production. He is 
responsible for the weekly Shabbat Bulletin, maintaining the Shul Calendar, 
community email announcements, event advertising, flyer design and distri-
bution, ShulCloud support for staff, computerizing office processes (including 
digitizing our large cemetery plans) and management of seating and ticketing 
for the High Holy Days. Welcome to Brian`s Bulletin Bits.

In Memoriam:  TBDJ lost a number of its long time leaders over the past year. This included the sudden passing 
of Neal Reinblatt ז"ל, Past President (2002-2004) and husband of our Executive Director, Joyce. Neal was the 
devoted and loving father and father-in-law of David, Erin & Bryan and Bryan & Karen and the very proud 
zaidie of Corey, Joshua and newborn Harley. Neal’s joyous presence is dearly missed at TBDJ. 

Raffle Winners:  Congratulations to the winners of our 2014 Raffle…Robert & Stella Barcessat, Stephen & 
Maxine Jacobson and Steve & Dorothy Howard, and to our Early Bird Draw iPad Winner, Haim Bensoussan! 
TBDJ thanks all our canvassers and supporters who sold and bought tickets this year!

Billing Information by Email:  By default, our ShulCloud computer system sends account information and 
billing updates to both adults in a two-parent member family. Should you prefer that only one of the adults 
receive such information, please write to brian@tbdj.org with the details of your request.

Our New Website:  Be sure to visit our new website at http://TBDJ.org. The website contains the full TBDJ 
calendar of services, programs and special events, and allows you to sync your phone or computer calendar 
with ours. Registration to events and complete billing services are also available via the website.

Chesed Committee:  Do you know of someone who is ill or hospitalized and could benefit from visitors or 
others assistance? Do you know of someone in our community who needs a Mishebeirach Prayer said for them? 
Please email brian@tbdj.org and TBDJ’s Chesed Committee will try to respond to the needs of those requiring 
support.

Community News Information:  Please submit information for the Community News column of our weekly 
Shabbat Bulletin by writing to brian@tbdj.org by end of day on Tuesdays.

Keila & Billy FinkelsteinSeymour & Shaindel Mishkin Lewis Cytrynbaum, Mayer Diamond & Morris Katz
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It has been a privilege and a pleasure to join the 
TBDJ family. I appreciate the warm welcome from 
our members and the support and encouragement I 
received from Rabbi Steinmetz and the executive as 
I got started in my position. Our shul is hopping! It’s 
great to be involved in so many different things that 
are going on. Here are a few of the things that I am 
working on…

We have installed new memorial pillars in our daily 
chapel. As this year marks the 70th year since the 
end of World War II, two of the new pillars have been 
designated as Pillars of Memory for the beloved 
members of our TBDJ families who were murdered 
during the war. A stained glass marker by Montreal 
artist Nora Golic will adorn these pillars.

Please join us for the dedication of these pillars on 
the night we commemorate Kristallnacht, Monday 
November 9, at 7:30 p.m. in the Chapel.

We have renewed activity for Grades 7 to 9 students. 
This past year we had a “post Purim” evening of fun, 
followed by two Friday evening Shabbat Shebangs, 
which featured prayers, Friday night dinner and fun 
activities. Jacob Shapiro is our main man for the 
above. We are introducing an incredible program 
called Fun N’ Strum for this age group, where our 
participants will learn how to strum along with the 
beauty of Jewish Music. Every young adult will get 
his/her own guitar and will be treated to an array of 
musical treats and events throughout the year. Sign 
up quickly as spots are limited.

Starting after Sukkot, we will be emailing the “Nigun/
Song of the Week” to our members in an attempt to 
keep everyone up to date with the ever developing 
world of Jewish song. On that ♫, I will be, please G-d 
releasing a CD of my own Jewish music in the next 
few months. On the CD I am happy to include a tune 

A ♫ from our Chazzan Sheini
Rev. Amiel Bender

composed this past February in honor of Shabbat 
Shira, the Sabbath of Song called NIGUN TBDJ. 

There are a few additional items that I would like to 
expand on this year:

1) A davening group for boys in Grades 4-6. Come 
and learn how to lead the beginning part of Shabbat 
and weekday services. This group will meet in accor-
dance with the needs of the participants. 

2) Shabbat and Yom Tov davening for High Schoolers. 
This group will also meet according to the needs of 
the participants, and its aim is to prepare our young 
men to lead services in the youth minyan and to 
enhance their davening with nusach and nigunim. 

 Torah and Haftara cantillation. This is - טעמי המקרא (3
everyone’s chance to renew their bar mitzvah experi-
ences through a “ special date” with the TBDJ Bima. 
Relearn your Haftara or learn a new one! Prepare a 
weekday Torah reading! Personal spiritual enhance-
ment guaranteed!

Lastly, I am also available for Bar Mitzvah lessons. 
My lessons include not only the obvious Torah and 
Haftara instruction, but a walk through the Jewish 
world of holidays, milestones, history, sports and 
much more. I can always be reached through the 
synagogue office. 

On behalf of Cheryl and our kids, I would like to wish 
all of our members a happy, healthy and sweet year. 
May Hashem answer all of our prayers for peace in 
our beloved home, Israel and for continued content-
ment for all of us here in Canada.

Amiel leading Hallel services with some of TBDJ’s youth
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Donation of Torahs 
in Memory of Fallen IDF Soldiers 

TBDJ donated two Torah scrolls to the memories of the 
soldiers and civilians who lost their lives during Operation 
Protective Edge, in the summer of 2014.

The Torahs were presented on August 12, 2015 at the Kotel, 
in the presence of the President of Israel, Reuven Rivlin, the 
Minister of Defense Moshe Ya’alon, the Chief of Staff Lt. Gen. 
Gadi Eizenkot, Israel’s Chief Rabbis, sponsors Yad Lebanim 
and FIDF, major donors, and members of bereaved families. 

The initiative was organized by Kesher Lanetzach, led by 
Montrealers Laurent Amram and Willy Lieberman. TBDJ is 
proud to have taken part in this project.

Q: In last year’s annual report you mentioned that your first goal was to get to know the 
members of TBDJ and get a “general feel of the community.” How is that working out?

A: Well, I think it has always been my priority to approach people and make them feel at home in 
shul. Over the years I have found that the needs of different synagogues, even in the same city can be vastly dif-
ferent. But even as synagogues differ, people are people and I have found that here at TBDJ we have something 
for everyone and that makes my job here diverse and unpredictably exciting and fulfilling.

Q: Do you have any “special” TBDJ moments” that you would like to share with us?

A: I love the special Kedusha moments, especially during Mussaf, when so many people in shul join in song. You 
can lose yourself in beauty of that moment and connect with the holiness of the experience. I got an amazing 
compliment from a young mother in our congregation one week. She said that she had tears in her eyes during 
Kedusha the previous week. I was sort of embarrassed and asked her jokingly if my singing was “that bad…” 
Speaking with people of all ages from children all the way up is great. 

Q: How do you find your work here at TBDJ?

A: We are lucky to have a “hands on” executive and board which makes things happen. The diversity of activity 
at TBDJ is fantastic. You can enjoy Torah, foreign food, lectures, special events and more. We are hoping to add 
an element of sports activity with hockey nights on a large screen and more in the upcoming year. Our office is a 
wonderful place to work in and the chemistry between everyone is phenomenal. On a somber note I am going to 
miss Rabbi Steinmetz. I knew him through the city, Hebrew Academy, CJA and elsewhere. Prior to my TBDJ stint, 
and hearing his sermons, shiurim and working with him was a treat. I wish him all the best.

Q: Anything else that you would like to add?

A: Just that I am always approachable for ideas and programming initiatives, help and for a L’chaim… Come and 
hang out…

Rabbi Steinmetz and Kesher Lanetzach chair Laurent Amram
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5775 will be a tough act to follow when it comes to 
Adult Education at TBDJ. Our year kicked off with UN 
Watch’s Executive Director, TBDJ’s own Hillel Neuer, 
briefing us on the recent UN Commission of Inquiry, 
and his (successful) efforts to expose the anti-Israel 
bias of its head. 

This was followed by a fascinating Shabbaton featur-
ing Rabbi Sharon Shalom, the first Ethiopian rabbi of 
Israel, who shared with us his personal odyssey, and 
the traditions and challenges of the Ethiopian com-
munity in Israel.

In December we hosted Jason Greenblatt, Executive 
Vice-President and Chief Legal Officer at The Trump 
Organization, along with his wife Dr. Naomi Green-
blatt, a psychiatrist specializing in women’s mental 
health. Jason spoke about being an Orthodox Jew in 
the world of Donald Trump. In the afternoon, Naomi 
addressed women about positive self-esteem for 
teenage girls. After Havdalah, they and their children 
introduced us to strategies they use to promote com-
munication growth within the family.

The next week we had a special musical Shabbat 
with Eitan Katz, which was capped off by a sold-out 
concert on Motzei Shabbat at TBDJ.

We resumed Shabbatonim in March with Dr. Chuck 
Freilich, professor, lecturer, author and former 
Deputy National Security Advisor in Israel. His three 
lectures were balanced and current, and everyone 
walked away feeling well educated.

After Pesach, we hosted Rabbi Mordechai Becher. 
He gave two entertaining and thought-provoking 
Shabbat lectures on Jewish thought and values, and 
on Sunday morning, he showed a fascinating slide 
presentation on the Cairo Genizah.

Adult Education Report
Rochelle Rein 

In June, we were honoured to host Rabbi Elimelech 
Goldberg, CNN’s 2014 Hero of the Year and founder 
of Kids Kicking Cancer. He spoke about the effects of 
stress on our health and illustrated breathing tech-
niques as coping mechanisms. He described how his 
program trains children to train adults, using Martial 
Arts as a medium. His results are magical and ex-
tremely beneficial to the children, as well as to their 
adult students.

But wait, because there was more. Many learning 
opportunities took place at the shul on weekdays. In 
the fall, we followed up with Part Two of our success-
ful Ashkenazim-Sephardim lecture series, featuring 
Rabbi Steinmetz and Professors Andre Elbaz, Barry 
Levy and Julien Bauer. Four outstanding lectures 
were given which illustrated the historical defini-
tions of Sephardi and Ashkenazi Jewry, conflicts that 
permeate Jewish discussion until today, differences 
in Bible Interpretations, and the political issues that 
divide Ashkenazi and Sephardi Jews today.

In February, in response to popular demand, Rabbi 
Steinmetz gave a lecture series on “Denominations 
within Ashkenazi Jewry”, explaining the origins of 
the Reform movement, development of the Conser-
vative movement and the Orthodox responses.

We were honoured in March to host a panel discus-
sion featuring dynamic and passionate Jewish educa-
tors: Rabbi Mark Fishman, Dr. Shimshon Hamerman, 
Maharat Rachel Kohl-Feingold and Ali Newpol who 
debated “Will our Grandchildren be Reciting the 
Four Questions: The Secret to Jewish Continuity.” 

Besides the Shabbat programs, we had an excellent 
turnout for women’s learning with Ruti Mualem of 
Kollel Torah MiTzion on Simchat Torah. On Shavuot, 
again a strong crowd braved the rain to hear our 

PROGRAMMING & EVENTS

Eitan Katz performs with Leibish Hundert and Adam Stotland
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PROGRAMMING & EVENTS

three speakers on Women and Leadership: Lieba 
Jacobson on Megillat Ruth, Lisa Steinmetz on being 
a new Jewish educator, and Ruti Mualem on Bruriah.

Our very full schedule of lectures concluded with a 
panel on Israel’s security and diplomatic challeng-
es, co-sponsored with the Begin-Sadat Center for 
Strategic Studies, Canadian Friends of Bar Ilan and 
Concordia University.

We are proud to announce our fall lineup for 5776. 

Prior to Rosh Hashanah we hosted Rabbi Yehuda 
Septimus of the Young Israel of North Woodmere, 
and his wife, Yoetzet Halacha Lisa Septimus, and 
both addressed us on Shabbat. 

In October, we will welcome former Montrealer 
Lenny Roth, an attorney and private wealth manager 
with many ties to Israel. He’ll speak on the political 
and economic climate in the Middle East, energy 
security and environmental sustainability.

On October 13 we will host M. Jacques La Salle, an 
amazing francophone Montrealer who volunteered 
in Israel during two wars and became a kibbutz 
member. He will be signing his autobiography “A Life 
in Four Acts,” a fast-paced story of a life that bridges 
Israeli and Quebec society.

Our first lecture series will begin on October 19 with 
Rabbi Dr. Shimshon Hamerman. This fascinating four-
part series is entitled “Prayer: who do you talk to – 
God, yourself or your friend?”

On Shabbat October 31st, we’ll host Rabbi Daniel 
Korobkin, Rav of Beth Avraham Yoseph of Toronto 
(BAYT), Canada’s largest Orthodox synagogue. Rabbi 
Korobkin received his rabbinic ordination from Ner 

Rabbi Steinmetz moderates a panel on Jewish Continuity

Israel, his Master of Arts in medieval Jewish & Islamic 
thought from UCLA, and his Master of Science degree 
from the Johns Hopkins University School for Engi-
neering at the Applied Physics Laboratory.

On November 21, we will proudly host Dr. Yehudah 
Mirsky for a Shabbaton. Dr. Mirsky is the Associ-
ate Professor of Near Eastern and Judaic Studies at 
Brandeis University. He has smicha, and degrees from 
Harvard, Yale and Yeshiva College. He has worked 
in Washington as an aide to Senators and advisor in 
the US State Department. He has written widely on 
theology, politics and culture, and recently authored 
a well-received book on Rav Kook.

On December 5, our guest speaker for Shabbat will 
be Aviva Klompas, former speech-writer for Israel’s 
Permanent Mission to the United Nations, and now at 
a new position promoting Israel advocacy.

We have other ideas in the works and, as always, we 
remain committed to extend a variety of learning 
opportunities to the entire TBDJ family. We welcome 
all suggestions for speakers and programming. 
Please feel free to email programming@tbdj.org if 
you would like to join the committee or if you have 
any ideas to share.

I want to thank the members of the Adult Educa-
tion Committee, and in particular, Rabbi Chaim 
Steinmetz, for his guidance, advice, knowledge 
and leadership. I am confident that our experience 
working with him these last two years will enable us 
to continue providing strong programming.

To Rabbi Steinmetz and Lisa – Hatzlacha Rabbah, and 
may you continue to go from strength to strength.

Shana Tova to all!

Rabbi Elimelech Goldberg delivers a stress management clinic at TBDJ
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Dr. Shimshon Hamerman is a graduate of Yeshiva University.  He holds a MSc degree from NYU 
School of Engineering and a PhD in Bible and Theology from Univeriste de Montreal.  He has 
been ordained by Rabbi Hirschprung  Z”L, the late Chief Rabbi of Montreal, in 1981.

Dr. Hamerman is the former Cantor of TBDJ and the retired Head of School of 
Solomon Schechter Academy.  He is presently the Director of Formal Education of 
the Bronfman Jewish Education Center of Federation CJA.

Classes start 
at 8:00 PM
__________

FREE

OPEN TO ALL
Part 4: Monday, November 16
Amidah: 18 or 19? 
Mis-count or discount?

Part 3: Monday, November 2
The esoteric dimensions of the Shema and its blessings: 
Creation, Redemption, the Ten Commandments

Part 2: Date TBD
The origin of prayer and structure of the prayer book: 
what are the building blocks of the siddur?

Part 1: Monday, October 19
Rabban Gamliel and prayer as the architect of community 
building: the value of tefillah b’tzibur (community prayer)

A FOUR PART SERIES WITH DR. SHIMSHON HAMERMAN

God, yourself or your friend?
Who do YOU talk to?

PRAYER

PROGRAMMING & EVENTS 15
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Rabbi Daniel Korobkin is Senior Rabbi of Beth 

Avraham Yosef of Toronto Congregation (“The 

BAYT”), Canada’s largest Orthodox synagogue. 

He received his rabbinic ordination from Ner 

Israel Rabbinical College in Baltimore. He has 

also served pulpits in San Diego, Los Angeles, 

and Allentown, PA. Rabbi Korobkin holds a 

Master of Science degree from Johns Hopkins 

Master of Science degree from Johns Hopkins 

University, as well as a Master of Arts degree 

in Medieval Jewish and Islamic Thought from 

UCLA. He continues to pursue his writing and 

studies in Toronto. He is the translator and 

annotator of the Feldheim edition of Rabbi 

Yehuda HaLevi’s Kuzari, which has recently 

been republished in a new edition.

been republished in a new edition.

“Theological Issues We Need to Discuss with our Children” 

“The Story of the Khazars 
and Their Impact on Israel Today” 

Shabbat Morning after Mussaf: 

 Shabbat Afternoon at 4:40pm: 
 

“The Pope Who Wrote ‘Nishmas’: 
The Legend of Shimon Cepha”

Mincha & Kabbalat Shabbat at 5:35pm, 
followed by dinner with Rabbi Korobkin. 

All are invited to join at 8:30pm, 
when Rabbi Korobkin will speak on the topic of 

Shabbat Parshat Vayera
October 30-31

Shabbaton
with Rabbi Daniel Korobkin

of Beth Avraham Yoseph of Toronto (”BAYT”)
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The year 5775 saw the continuation of our renewed 
emphasis on providing top-notch programming at 
TBDJ. 

Our second annual Scotch Tasting was even more 
successful and better attended than the previous 
year’s event. We expanded on absolutely everything 
that made the previous year’s event such a smash 
hit, offering a more varied buffet, a more diverse and 
rare scotch selection, and a complimentary cigar and 
access to an outdoor cigar lounge built specifically 
for the occasion to the event’s gracious sponsors. 
We can’t wait for you to join us at this year’s event 
(details below!)

Other highlights of the past year included, among 
others, the continuation of our “Tastes of the World” 
dinner series. In December we featured the first ever 
“Bollywood” evening in our synagogue’s (and maybe 
in any Montreal synagogue’s) history. Our audience 
enjoyed an authentic traditional Indian meal 
prepared on-site by the staff of Taj Mahal, followed 
by a boisterous Bollywood dance show. It was an 
evening that will definitely not be forgotten.

PROGRAMMING & EVENTS

Programming Report
Michael Hollander & Jeffrey Steinberg

After Bollywood came Korean BBQ Night in 
February, featuring an exquisite, genuine Korean 
menu, all prepared on-site at TBDJ by the staff of 
Ave Seoul. We turned the downstairs social hall into 
a hip lounge, complete with modern white couches, 
a trendy bar and a DJ, where again a room full of 
people enjoyed a culinary experience unlike any that 
came before it here at TBDJ.

Let’s not forget the annual Raffle Evening, which was 
an excellent soirée, featuring a five-star meal and the 
entertaining antics of its sartorially gifted host, Mr. 
Yair Meyers. This past year’s raffle was a renaissance 
of sorts for the event that we hope to build on for 
years to come.

For the holidays, in addition to the annual Simchat 
Torah Seudah and Chanukah party, we once again 
offered a complete Purim program, featuring a 
rocking Purim Party after megillah reading in the 
evening, in which we PACKED the upstairs social hall. 
While this was going on, we hosted an incredibly 
successful Purim Carnival for kids of all ages in our 
downstairs hall.

Shavuot featured the second annual “Baily Road 
Diner” luncheon, a true throwback to the 1950’s high-
lighted by root beer floats and a barbershop quartet. 
We welcomed four hundred people to this event that 
keeps getting better!

On another note, TBDJ was also immensely proud to 
be a part of the 2014 Shabbat Project and we look 
forward to continuing to contribute to this project to 
showcase our shul as the center point of our vibrant 
and growing community.

MC Yair Meyers, with Raffle Team members Howie Steinberg & Jon Gal

Bollywood diners enjoying a range of unique (and spicy) food
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Just prior to this year’s High Holidays, we welcomed 
The Traveling Chassidim, a talented group of Chas-
sidic families from New York who joined us for a 
warm, joyous shabbaton with heimishe food, song 
and dance. Saturday night featured a Havdalah 
concert, and a Selichot service we’ll never forget.

Our goal for 2015-2016 is to raise the (already) 
high programming standard we’ve worked so hard 
to set for ourselves in the past few years, and to 
attract even more individuals to get involved in the 
numerous exciting programs being planned for the 
coming year. This in turn accomplishes our goals of 
serving our members, and attracting even more new 
members into our TBDJ community.

This year’s Scotch Tasting event (18 years and over 
of course) will take place on November 18th and 
promises to shatter the bar set by last year’s event. 
Tickets will go on sale soon and we suggest you get 
them early, since they will be going fast!

Other planned upcoming events include a new round 
of “Tastes of the World” dinners, featuring Greek 
cuisine in December and Portuguese delicacies in 
May, along with a pre-Pesach wine tasting, complete 
with a sommelier on hand to help choose the best 
wines for Pesach for any palate. We’ll of course also 
be having our annual raffle, holiday programming 
and many more events.

Each and every one of these events are planned 
from inception and put into action by our very own 
members, who selflessly give of their own valuable 
time in order to put these eclectic events together 

for all of our benefit, and we are thrilled to say 
that with each passing year, the number of people 
involved on programming committees has only 
continued to increase, just as we have seen a marked 
increase in the number of new faces joining us at 
TBDJ over the past year.

It’s been a true honour and pleasure to be able to 
work with so many outstanding, dedicated individuals 
to help grow our synagogue and make it such a great 
place for our community to gather.

If you would like to get involved in order to help 
with programming, or if you have an idea for a great 
event and would like to head a committee yourself, 
please do not hesitate to contact Michael Hollander or 
Jeffrey Steinberg at programming@tbdj.org.

Looking forward to seeing you for another great year!

Participants at our 2014 Scotch evening enjoying their food & drink

ONGOING CLASSES AT TBDJ
Daily
Daf Yomi - Talmud study 
Early group with Rabbi Dovid Rothschild
Sunday 7:15am, Weekdays 6:15am, and on 
Shabbat either before Mincha or after Maariv.

Tuesday
Connect! - Around The Table Learning
For young professionals and couples. Delve into 
current, relevant, and meaningful topics of Jewish 
thought and practice, in a relaxed setting. 

Wednesday
Lunch & Learn
Lunch served at noon, Parsha class at 12:30pm.  
Reservations required by Tuesday 2:00pm. 
There is a nominal fee for lunch.

Thursday
Chumash Shiur for Men (Yiddish)
Starts at 8:00pm. With prominent Rabbanim.

Gemara Shiur
Starts after Maariv. With Rabbi Yehuda Gottesman.

Shabbat
Shabbat Morning Parsha & Coffee
At 8:45am, 15 minutes prior to Shacharit.

Shabbat Afternoon Rabbi’s Class
Prior to Mincha - 15 min. in winter, 45 min. in summer 
Topics vary from week to week.
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Our upcoming Tastes Of The World Dinners
Featuring authentic cuisine prepared by staff of a local restaurant

coupled with unique entertainment from the region

Stay tuned for dates and sign up early!

GET TO THE GREEK
BE CAPTIVATED BY A RICH EVENING 

OF GREEK FOOD AND 
ENTERTAINMENT

COMING IN DECEMBER

An  Evening  in
PORTUGAL

Enter a world of

Beauty & Simplicity 

Coming in May
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Price per person:  $36 
Sponsorship:      $72* 
   *includes partial tax receipt

Register for
SUKKAHFEST

at TBDJ.org/events

Join us for 
Beers from all over the world,

Sausages & Hot Dogs!
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@ TBDJ@ TBDJ@ TBDJ

Scotch &
 Cigars

Scotch &
 Cigars

Scotch &
 Cigars

3 free scotch tasting, 
VIP exclusive pre-event tasting 
& scotch seminar.

Register online @ tbdj.org/events
6519 Baily Road, Cote St. Luc
Wednesday, November 18  - 7:30 pm
Third Annual Scotch Tasting
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Moments from last year’s events...
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YOUTH

Resh Lakish said in the name of R. Judah the Prince: 
The world endures only for the sake of the breath of 
school children.  (Shabbat 119b)

We are so proud to say that Camp Ilan @ TBDJ had 
another phenomenal year and that the coming year 
looks even brighter. While both of us, and our entire 
staff, worked very hard to build upon the success of 
the previous years, we did not do it alone. We are so 
lucky to have the support of Josh Orzech, a super 
dedicated and involved youth chair; an entire exec-
utive, led by Judah Aspler, that really values and 
cares about high-caliber youth programs; and the 
sage advice of Zack Isakow and Amiel Bender, two 
men who really know the ropes and understand all 
the aspects of our job. 

With these resources we have, along with our ded-
icated staff, succeeded in providing your children 
with some meaningful, engaging, and, most of all, 
fun experiences, both on Shabbat and Chagim. 
Some highlights include: making fresh latkes at our 
Hanukkah party and a counselor vs. kid homentash-
en bake off, where almost 1,000 homentashen were 
made; juggling, Lego, magic, Mad Science in the 
Sukkah, and team building activities, both on Shab-
batot and Chagim, run by the very best this city has 
to offer; a magical Purim party, with far too many 

From our Youth Directors
Zachary Steinlauf & Jacob Shapiro 

This past year Camp Ilan @ TBDJ was an enormous 
success. One of the aspects of Camp Ilan which made 
it so successful was the diverse group of campers we 
had come to our programs each Shabbat. This diversi-
ty represents a growth in the name of the program, in 
addition to the various new members that have been 
attending the synagogue this year.

I also think this can be attributed to the amazing 
programs run by the staff at Camp Ilan @ TBDJ. Led 
by our two Camp Ilan @ TBDJ youth leaders, Jacob 
Shapiro and Zack Steinlauf, our staff was well trained 
to run a program that was both engaging and fun. 

Our campers love the staff and that enables the 
program to be so successful. If you would come 
witness one of our weekly Shabbat programs you 
would observe a fun tefilla service, engaging parsha 
programs, fun games, and more. This program prides 
itself on its professionalism. 

We are well prepared each Shabbat and holiday for 
any amount of kids and for any amount of time. This is 
enabled by our close relationship with TBDJ’s Pres-
ident Judah Aspler and Youth Chair Josh Orzech. 
This year we plan on taking Camp Ilan @TBDJ to a 
new level which includes more programming, more 
training for staff, and most importantly more fun. 

It is such an absolute pleasure to see the growth of 
Camp Ilan @TBDJ and I hope that we continue to see 
the success of this amazing partnership.

Shana Tova

 

Camp Ilan @ TBDJ Report
Zack Isakow, Camp Director

Mad Science in the Sukkah
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activities, games, prizes, and snacks to even try to 
list; and our 3rd annual Junior Tikkun Leil Shavuot, 
featuring a Shavuot night scavenger hunt, with 10 dif-
ferent games, 10 different mishnayot, and, of course, 
pizza and ice cream! We also worked to build on the 
structure of the existing Shabbat programs to ensure 
that, each week, we meet our goals of tefilla, parsha 
and really fun activities. 

This coming year we are really excited to be slightly 
changing the structure of the regular Shabbat 
programs to ensure that we better meet those goals, 
while also strengthening the “camp” theme, so that 
the kids can really enjoy the programs. We will be 
keeping the holiday programs at the really high 
level they were at last year, while also working with 
parents to get input on what types of activities they 
feel can best benefit their children. 

With the help of Amiel Bender, we’ve also recently 
expanded our focus to include High Schoolers, 
offering Shabbat Shebang dinners, activities, and 
tish’s for kids in Grades 7 to 9 from many different 
Jewish and non-Jewish, high schools.

We will be sending out more information shortly 
regarding two new projects that we are really excited 
about: a Pesach Camp and an expanded, full-fledged 
Grades 7 to 9 program. The Pesach camp will be 
structured around outings and outside activists, but 
will still be based out of TBDJ, which will allow us 
to run programs with Jewish content and other fun 
activities. The Grades 7 to 9 program will include 
Shabbat dinners, monthly service projects and vol-
unteering, as well as the opportunity to act as CITs, 
and help run and create programs at TBDJ for the 
younger kids. It will allow the kids to grow, engaging 
and learning about themselves and their friends, the 
shul community, and the larger community. The goal 
is for the participants in our Grades 7 to 9 program 
to comfortably step into Jewish leadership roles, and 
start seriously taking on meaningful responsibilities 
in their post bar or bat mitzvah years. 

We would like to thank all our staff, the parents, the 
shul, and most of all the kids for an amazing first 
year, and are so excited for this next year.

Purim Party athletes

Purim Party game stations and contestants

 - WEDNESDAY, SEPT 30TH.........DOUBLE-DECKER BUS SUKKAH HOP!
 - SUNDAY, NOV 22ND.......................“SUNDAY FUNDAY”
 - SUNDAY, DEC 6TH..........................CHANUKAH PARTY 
 - SATURDAY, JAN 16TH.....................HOCKEY NIGHT IN TBDJ
 - SATURDAY, JAN 23RD....................TU B’SHVAT SHABBAT 
 - WEDNESDAY, MAR 23RD...........MEGA PURIM CARNIVAL
 - SUNDAY, APR 17TH.........................CHOCOLATE SEDER
 - SUNDAY, MAY 15TH.......................“SUNDAY FUNDAY”

UPCOMING CAMP ILAN @ TBDJ SCHEDULE
MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THESE FUN EVENTS!
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PICTURES FROM
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THE LAST YEAR
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The Shabbat Project.
Me, you and Jews all over the
world experiencing one complete
Shabbat together.

TBDJ is proud to once again participate in 
the worldwide Shabbat Project.

Join us Shabbat morning for a very special Join us Shabbat morning for a very special 
program and a delicious Kiddush.

If you would like to experience Shabbat 
hospitality at a TBDJ member’s home, 
please email shabbat@tbdj.org

For more information, see 
http://shabbatprojectmtl.ca
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CONNECT!

Two people walk by a synagogue just as the shofar is 
being sounded on Rosh Hashanah. Shul windows open, 
the thunderous notes of the shofar fill the street. Upon 
hearing the sound, the first person thinks to himself: 
“Wow. What I am I doing outside here? There is some-
thing special going on inside. I wish to be included in 
this special moment.” The second person pays no par-
ticular attention and the sound becomes drowned out 
with the noise in his mind and from the street. 

Both people heard the same sound, but did neither, 
either, or both of them fulfill the mitzvah of shofar? 
More significantly, what is the role of intention in our 
Jewish lives and in our religious commitments?

Yes, indeed, both did heard the sound of the shofar, but 
only one of them listened to it. Intention is what dis-
tinguished the two friends’ experiences, and therefore 
only one fulfilled the mitzvah. 

According to Maimonides (Hilchot Shofar 3:4):

Although blowing the Shofar on Rosh Hashanah is 
a mandate of the Torah, there is a hint in it. As if to 
say, “wake up sleepy ones from your slumber and the 
dozing ones arise from your sleep and examine your 
deeds and return with Teshuva and recall your Creator, 
those people who forget the truth with the silliness 
of the times and waste all their years on foolishness 

Two Shofars on Rosh Hashanah. 
Which is yours?
Rabbi Eddie Shostak, Director of Education

and emptiness that will not help and not save. Look to 
your souls and improve your ways and mistakes and 
abandon each one of you his mistaken path and his 
intention that is not good.”

The shofar’s purpose, while it must be musically in 
tune, is not meant only to be good entertainment. The 
shofar’s purpose is to awaken and to call us to action. 
This can only be achieved with a level of intentionality 
of the listener, even if it’s just a little amount.

We each engage in our Jewish lives in different ways 
and at different levels of intensity. Often determined 
by our upbringing, the circumstances of life, and even 
the day’s mood. Some of us connect more intellectually, 
some more emotionally, some more socially, some more 
nationally and some more spiritually.

But, what is our intention, what is our purposefulness in 
those interactions? Are we hearing or are we listening? 
Are we just passing by or are we engaged? 

Over this High Holiday season we will congregate 
together and we must ask ourselves these questions. 
Why are we here collectively and why are we here in-
dividually? What is my level of enthusiasm? What is my 
level of engagement? What is my intention?

Are the prayer services, the shofar blasts, the camara-
derie, the sermons stirring up something meaningful in 
us moving us to positive action? Or are we pretty much 
the same coming out as we were coming in?

Of course, there is onus on the sweet sounding Chazzan, 
the powerful shofar blower, the devoted lay leadership 
and the passionate Rabbis to inspire, but to be truly 
inspired, to be transformed by Rosh Hashanah and all 
of Jewish life it takes good listening to the prayers, to 
the Torah reading, to the shofar, to the sermons, and 
most importantly to ourselves. Being genuinely moved 
is dependent on each and every one of us. The more 
receptive we are, the more powerful the messages are.

This year I remain privileged to be a part of this incred-
ible synagogue community and am proud to continue 
as part of the tireless, dedicated and enthusiastic TBDJ 
Team.

I would like to bless us all with a Shana Tova filled with 
health, happiness and meaning and most importantly, a 
good listening ear.

Are we hearing or are 
we listening? Are we 
just passing by or are we 
engaged?
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CONNECT!

Community and Connect! Report
Josh Orzech

Rabbi Steinmetz & Rabbi Shostak with Joshua Prager

Another amazing TBDJ year highlighted by the many 
memorable holiday programs, incredible events, in-
spiring speakers and lots of laughter, smiles and fun.

So many stories to tell but none more important than 
the exciting launch of a program we piloted this past 
year called Connect!. An initiative aimed at launch-
ing synagogue life into the 21st Century for young 
professionals, singles, couples and families, through 
creative, innovative and meaningful Jewish experi-
ences. This is not your typical synagogue program, 
Connect! is about strengthening and building our 
community.

Connect! was launched in the fall of last year with 
two unbelievably successful events. Our pre-launch 
brought together a small group of thirty people 
excited to hear and learn about this new initiative. 
“So what is connect?”, everyone asked. Moments later 
a web of yarn linking a diverse group of smiling faces 
formed as we played a memorable icebreaker, thus 
launching Connect! and its mission. It was at that 
moment I realized the potential and opportunity to 
build something really special. Six short weeks later 
the official launch event took place. 150 people came 
out to discover Connect! and none left disappoint-

ed. Our guest speaker, Joshua Prager, delivered his 
‘Ted Talk’ entitled “In search of the man who broke 
my neck”. His inspiring story and life lessons had a 
lasting impact on all who attended.

During the months that followed, Connect! held 
weeknight discussion groups, Shabbat lunches 
hosted both at TBDJ and at different homes in the 
neighborhood, as well as Shabbat speakers. Some of 
these programs were successful while others require 
some tweaking. We have learned from our success-
es, we have also learned from our mistakes, we have 
listened and are ready and excited to launch the 
next chapter of Connect!

I believe in TBDJ and the significant role it plays in 
all our lives. In happiness, in sadness, in challenging 
moments, and in times of reflection, this synagogue 
is all our homes. Now is the time for the next genera-
tion to help shape the future of TBDJ.

Thank you to the TBDJ family for their continued 
support and encouragement. Looking forward to 
another successful year and continued growth. 
Wishing you all a Shanna Tova. A year filled with 
health, happiness, good fortune and community.

Mike Cohen together with Marvin & Joni Garellek

Josh Orzech introduces Connect! at our launch event
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CONNECT!

The Launch of Connect! 
Last year saw us launch of TBDJ Connect!, 

a program geared at enabling more young professionals and 
families to connect with the TBDJ Experience.

This year will see us run additional programs, 
so that more and more of our community is Connected!

Make the move. 
Connect! with TBDJ.

CONNECT!
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CONNECT!

Connect! Programs
Fall 2015

Sign up at http://TBDJ.org/ConnectCONNECT!

Make sure you’re signed up in order to receive all Connect! program information
Sign up at TBDJ.org/connect

A Farewell L’chaim 
with Rabbi Steinmetz

Join us in the Sukkah to share a l’chaim 
with our Rabbi, and to hear a personal message:

“What I ask of you before I go”

Wednesday, September 30th @ 8:00pm

Shabbat Family Lunch
Taste the delights of Shabbat 

and share the experience with friends, 
Connect! community members, 

and special guests. 

Runs monthly at TBDJ 
and homes around the neighborhood.

Around the Table Learning
A series of classes for young professionals 

and couples. Delve into current, relevant, and 
meaningful topics of Jewish thought and practice 

in an intimate and relaxed setting.

Tuesday nights. 
Stay tuned for topics and groups.

...plus additional programs and services throughout the year.
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MEMBERSHIP

Once again, as another amazing year at TBDJ 
comes to a close and as always, time to take stock 
of what we accomplished together and how we can 
continue to grow our shul in the new year and in 
years to come. Our membership base continues to 
grow as we added 21 new families last year, and 60 
over the last two years!

Just a few months ago we had a very successful 
Shabbat lunch for new members which was enjoyed 
by all (especially the smoked meat!) and we are 
constantly looking for ways to make TBDJ every 
member’s second home. With innovative program-
ming, a warm atmosphere and exciting activities for 
all members of the family, TBDJ really has become 
just that for so many of us.

Membership Report
Jonathan Gal

I’d like to publicly thank those members who have 
stepped up to join the Amudei HaBayit Leadership 
Circle. This new membership tier is a voluntary 
commitment for members who want to help us 
continue to offer the highest possible level of edu-
cational, religious, social and youth programming. If 
you are interested, or would like more information, 
I’d be happy to assist.

The remarkable membership growth at TBDJ is a 
team effort and we need everyone’s help to bring 
people in to experience all the wonderful things 
that TBDJ offers. Bring a friend to a program, to 
Shabbat morning davening or maybe just for 
Kiddush... once they experience TBDJ they’ll defi-
nitely come back! 

On behalf of the TBDJ Board of Directors, I would 
like to extend a very warm welcome to our new 
members who have joined the TBDJ family in the 
past year. Additionally, I would like to thank all 
those who have made the effort to help bring new 
faces into TBDJ and ask that we continue to do so. 
With your help we can look forward to many years 
of growth and serving our community at TBDJ!

Shana Tova U’Metukah!

Student Single Membership (18-21)          $ 36

Young Adult Single Membership (22-25)       $ 72

Young Adult Single Membership (26-30)      $ 180

Young Family Membership (under 30)          $ 360

Young Family Membership (30-34)        $ 510

Family Membership (35+)                        $ 975

Amudei HaBayit Leadership Circle                       $ 5,000

TBDJ is proud to present the 2015

membership structure for the 

future of our community, making 

it easier to join the family. 

Take advantage of all of the amazing 

events, stimulating programming 

and family fun that TBDJ has to offer!

For more information, contact us today!

Jonathan Gal, Membership Committee Chair
T. 514.489.3841  |  E. membership@tbdj.org

www.TBDJ.org/membership  |  Like us on              

MEMBERSHIP LEVELS
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MEMBERSHIP

Donna, Zachary (12) & Matthew (10) BENEDEK
Loly BENMERGUI

Leah & Hayden BERNSTEIN
Laurie, Mark, Charlie (4) & Casey (1) BUCH

Essy & Liam (10) CRELINSTEIN
Susan & Lewis CYTRNBAUM

Shawn Jason FAGEN
Elizabeth, Jason & Joshua (11) FARBER

Suzanne, Mark, & David (23) GANS
Agneta HOLLANDER

Stephanie & Sharon KOIFMAN
Ross & Joshua LANGLEBAN

Ruth & Steven LAZAROWITZ
Adina, Manny, Keira (7), Eden (5) & Caleb (2) MOSS

Shoshi, Aron, Hannah (5) & Emma (3) PORTNOY
Alana, Joshua & Jackson (4mo) SAKS

Hayley, Ian, Erin (11) & Sabrina (7) SHAFFER
Haviva & Brian SMITH

Deena, Lawrence, Malka (14), Yakira (12) & Harel (10) WITT
Jennifer, David, Samuel (5) & Hannah (5) ZAND

TBDJ welcomes all its new members who joined over the last year. 
Thank you for making TBDJ your home. 

We hope to celebrate many joyous occasions together.

Essy & Liam Crelinstein The Zand Family The Witt Family

The Buch FamilyThe Shaffer FamilyThe Saks Family Stephanie & Sharon Koifman

Leah & Hayden Bernstein
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MEMBERSHIP

“On three pillars the world stands: on Torah study, prayer, and acts of kindness”    (Pirkei Avot 1:2)

What makes a community a community? Of course, it must be a place of connection and closeness; 
a community needs to offer companionship, and ensure that no one feels alone. But for a Jewish 
community, it also has to nourish the soul; it has to be a place where the pillars of spirituality are also 
the pillars of the community, a place where we pray as a community, study as a community, and help 
the less fortunate as a community. 

Our synagogue is a true community, one that we all are deeply proud of. In the last few years, we 
have welcomed nearly 100 new families, and more importantly, we have received everyone who has 
entered the door from near and far with a warm TBDJ welcome.

But there is more. We have an exceptional array of programs. Programs that include Torah study, 
prayer and social action. Our synagogue is filled with exciting activity and inspiration and is a pillar 
of the spiritual life of the Montreal Jewish Community. 

But our synagogue needs pillars as well. Our new programs, which make such an enormous impact, 
come at a cost, and we need more help. 

It is for this reason that we introduced the Amudei HaBayit membership level. Amudei HaBayit 
means “the Pillars of the House”, because every strong house needs a strong foundation.

This new tier is a voluntary commitment for members who want to help us continue to offer the 
highest possible level of educational, religious, social and youth programming. We are fortunate to 
have a growing number of members in our community who give above and beyond, year after year, 
and the Amudei HaBayit Leadership Circle allows these individuals to support our synagogue and 
community in a significant and structured manner. 

For too long, we have run the synagogue on a bare bones budget, and our programming was 
hampered as a result. In the last few years we have seen a true TBDJ renaissance. Youth programs, 
education programs, social programs; so many programs it takes too long to announce them all on 
Shabbat morning! These programs allow us to be pillars of the Jewish community. And by joining the 
Amudei HaBayit membership level, you will be one of our pillars.

The Amudei HaBayit Leadership Circle consists of an annual membership of 
$5000. Members of the group receive two High Holiday seats along with their 
membership, as well as recognition for an annual $1800 Kol Nidre Appeal 
donation. An annual dinner will be held for Amudei HaBayit members, where we 

will jointly review and discuss TBDJ’s plans for the future. 

“Amudei  HaBayit”
Leadership  Circle
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HOUSE & OPERATIONS

First of all, let me take a moment to wish you and 
your families a Shana Tova, a happy and healthy new 
year. This past year has been one of more improve-
ments to our shul and I would like to just highlight a 
few of them for you.

January began with a face-lift of our lower lobby. 
We painted the halls, replaced the ceiling tiles and 
fixtures and refreshed the walls with new sconces. 
Together with modernizing our signs and plaques, 
this work has brought a new brightness and elegance 
to our lobby... with more to follow.

We are currently in the process of designing a new 
Donor Wall, that will reside in our upper lobby, and 
which will recognize all the generous donors to 
our Capital Campaigns, including the most recent 
2010-13 campaign.

Our biggest project this year has been the renova-
tion of our library, which also serves our Shabbat 

House Committee Report
Meir Israel

Hashkama Minyan. It has been revamped from top 
to bottom. We have installed new flooring, added 
gyproc to the walls, renovated the bookcases and 
installed a new retractable partition. A special thank 
you should go out to Amiel Bender, who took the 
time to go through all the books one by one in order 
to pack them up and ship them out.

Other improvements that have been made include 
ordering newer, more comfortable chairs for both the 
Hashkama Minyan and Youth Minyan, as well as the 
maintenance of our air conditioning system to ensure 
that the shul remains comfortable at all times.

As always we will be continuing to make improve-
ments to our building to ensure that we are maintain-
ing the highest level of standard and comfort for our 
members.

Meir Israel and Isaac Alt working with TBDJ building diagrams
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During the past year there have been many updates 
and improvements to our accounting processes and 
transaction handling, in order to make it easier for all 
members and friends of TBDJ to be on top of their 
accounts and commitments.

We introduced a new membership management 
system, Shulcloud, which includes a user-friendly 
billing system and a self-service portal for members 
to manage their own account data. You have the 
ability to update your family information, from 
birthdays to Bar/Bat Mitzvah parshiyot and Yahrtzeit 
dates. This information is extremely helpful when we 
plan programs and events, but the system is even 
more important when it comes synagogue budgeting 
and accounting.

The other aspect that Shulcloud handles is billing, 
notification, and transaction handling. We all know 
that there are bills that can accumulate over the 
course of the year and Shulcloud allows us to either 
pay bills at once or to very easily set up recurring 
monthly installments. In addition to making it easier 
for end users, Shulcloud also reduces the signifi-
cant processing involved when the office handles 
payments and payment schedules manually. 

On that note, it is critically important for members 
to address their commitments and bills as early as 
possible. Our operations are budgeted according to, 
and rely solely on these funds. Without the funds in 
hand, we are often forced to use borrowed money, 
which further adds to our expenses in the way of 
interest costs. Please help us by doing your best 
to address your commitments and settle them as 
quickly as possible.

Speaking of bills, payments and the shul growing 
to such a bigger and brighter place for people of all 
ages, we now have an annual budget of over $1.2M. 

Finance Report
Yair Meyers

With the amazing help of the office staff, and our 
Finance and Fundraising committees, our budget is 
balanced. This comes in parallel to us keeping all our 
programs, services, and other facets of TBDJ growing 
and improving.

Throughout 2010-13 we worked with our Capital 
Campaign funds to apply numerous renovations 
and upgrades to our Shul. The last couple of sched-
uled projects are currently in the works. The Library 
is getting a well needed upgrade with retractable 
partitions. This room will then be able to be used 
for many different functions: youth, Connect!, and 
classes. We hope you will all benefit. 

So you as a member of this amazing Shul must be 
asking yourself the following question after reading 
the financial update, “What is our financial state?” 
With much confidence I can assure you that our 
“financial state” is very good and we are projecting 
such a wonderful, fun, educational and most impor-
tantly, inspirational year. 

Shana Tova and a happy and healthy new year to all.

514-342-3400  

Industries Garanties 
Guaranteed Industries

AIR CONDITIONING
HUMIDIFICATION
DUCT CLEANING
VENTILATION

COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL • RESIDENTIAL

guaranteedindustries.com

FINANCE38



Phil and Alissa Anzarut joined TBDJ last year and 
were thrilled to have celebrated their daughter 
Marlo’s Bat Mitzvah there this past May. The Anzaruts 
have 3 children between the ages of 9 and 14- Rina, 
Marlo, and Noah- and lead a very active family life, 
with fundraising as a pillar.

In early 2012, Phil was shocked to learn that he had 
urachal cancer, a rare type of bladder cancer that 
affects the urachus tube that runs between the belly 
button and the bladder. The disease was so unusual, 
affecting just 0.2 per cent of people with bladder 
cancer, that doctors weren’t certain whether it would 
return. So Phil went through three months of chemo-
therapy, finishing in June 2012.

“I decided I had to do something to combat this 
disease after I recovered from my treatment for 
urachal cancer in 2012. With the support from my 
wife and friends, I built the Bikus Urachus cycling 
team to raise money and awareness for urachal 
cancer.” 

Following Phil’s successful fundraising campaign 
for an event called The Enbridge Ride to Conquer 
Cancer in 2013, Phil decided to take it to the next 
level. He launched a dedicated Urachal Cancer 
Research Fund at Montreal’s Jewish General 
Hospital – the only fund in the world dedicated 
to fighting this disease. With the leadership of Dr. 

Member Profile: 
Phil Anzarut

Normand Blais and a world class advisory board, the 
team announced the PanCanadian Urachal Cancer 
Study (“PUCS”) in 2014.

Phil was honoured to be part of the opening 
ceremony in the 2013 Ride to Conquer Cancer and 
was the keynote speaker on the 2014 Ride, address-
ing over 2000 participants. Bikus Urachus has been 
the #1 community fundraising team for this event 
three years running. 

Phil and Noah Anzarut
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Robin Sears wrote this fabulous article for the Mac-
donald-Laurier Institute’s Inside Policy publication 
about outgoing Liberal MP for Mount Royal and 
long-time TBDJ member Irwin Cotler. We provide an 
excerpt. 

It would be wrong to call him a relic, as he is far too 
engaged and engaging to wear that label. But he is 
nonetheless an improbable member of Parliament 
who seems to have been teleported from an earlier 
time, from an era that valued intellect over show and 
unstinting courtesy over childish combat — an era 
that regarded self-promotion dimly.

A commitment to a series of causes, relentlessly, 
tirelessly nudging them forward with the help of col-
leagues on all sides of the House: that was once the 
convention for serious backbench MPs. Deep knowl-
edge and expertise, often shared with colleagues 
and academics from a half a dozen places around 
the world, was not uncommon two generations ago, 
though by the 1970s such comity had begun to fade. 

Member Profile: 
Irwin Cotler Retires from Politics

Dozens of hours of research and interviews in an-
ticipation of a parliamentary committee hearing, 
background reading by members themselves — not 
just scanning a one-page digest from an eager young 
staffer: while not always the norm, neither was it 
uncommon.

One can imagine Professor Irwin Cotler sitting in the 
old West Block cafeteria on a late afternoon, papers 
spread around the long tables, a cooling cup of tea 
at his elbow, holding forth — at some length, it must 
be said — on the importance of samizdat to Natan 
Sharansky’s Soviet underground influence, or on 
why Raoul Wallenberg was the subject of so much 
baloney from Moscow, or on why the latest change in 
the PLO leadership would not be very important to 
the stalled dialogue with the Israelis, or, well, a dozen 
other themes.

A formidable storyteller with a delightful, self-depre-
cating sense of humour, one shares a cup of tea with 
Cotler, both listening and watching his agile memory 
and intellect flick between one cause and another, 
one friend or geography and a second or third, and 
be astonished that more than an hour has gone by 
without one noticing.

Proof of his unique style is his honorary membership 
in the Liberal National Women’s Caucus. Invited by 
caucus chair Carolyn Bennett to attend a meeting 
soon after he arrived in Ottawa, he asked if he could 

one shares a cup of tea with 
Cotler, both listening and 
watching his agile memory 
and intellect flick between 
one cause and another
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the seat was not open for contention by other local 
Liberals — a move, given the professor’s stubborn 
refusal, that must have enraged other ambitions 
local Liberals. The matter was still not resolved by 
the weekend before the following week’s published 
nomination day. Cotler was unmovable.

At a Saturday synagogue service, the defiant 
non-candidate was astonished when the rabbi con-
cluded his sermon by saying that Cotler must be the 
candidate, and that everyone was invited to his home 
after the service to help him see reason. He added 
that similar invitations were being delivered in syna-
gogues and churches across the riding. The reluctant 
candidate came home to several hundred people 
milling about his house and property.

His wife had tried to encourage him to consider 
running and he had blown her off as well. But like 
most men in contests with their wives, over causes 
about which their partner is determined to prevail, 
he badly underestimated her guile.

“Look, Irwin,” she said soothingly, “I know you don’t 
want to run, but I think you really should. Anyway, 
you’re going on sabbatical next year. This is a 
by-election and there is only a year left until the 
general election, so it’s really just a sabbatical in a 
different office. It’ll make you a better law professor, 
seeing how parliament works. When it’s over you can 
say thanks very much, if you don’t like it, and come 
home. There’s really no difference….”

He won with 92 per cent of the vote.

To read the entire article go to: http://www.macdon-
aldlaurier.ca/robin-sears-in-inside-policy-irwin-cot-
ler-and-the-pursuit-of-justice. 

stay, becoming the inaugural — and still only perma-
nent — honorary member. The story is iconic of his 
style and his charm. “We found his contribution to be 
invaluable. Sometimes he would offer legal gravitas 
like no one else. He called it his favorite meeting of 
the week,” says Bennett.

Before his election to Parliament, Cotler was a suc-
cessful academic at McGill, an internationally re-
spected expert on international law and human 
rights, and already a pioneer on apartheid, the 
Middle East, conflict resolution, Soviet dissidents 
and a list of subsidiary causes too long to document. 
He was content with his life and he had reached a 
moment of serenity in his work.

The invitation to seek the Liberal nomination for the 
famous riding of Mont-Royal came in 1999 as a result 
of the previous occupant’s being “elevated” — as we 
used to say in pre-Brazeau/Duffy era — to the Senate. 
The Liberal operatives locally and nationally were 
keen that this world-famous human rights activist 
and constitutional scholar should join the Red team.

The professor was not.

In fact, he was bound and determined not to 
succumb to their blandishments and to a broader no-
so-subtle community pressure. They must have been 
dumbfounded by his truculence — this was Pierre 
Trudeau’s own riding, for Pete’s sake, one of the safest 
Liberal rotten boroughs in the nation. What was his 
problem, dammit?

The operatives increased the pressure by pushing 
other potential candidates aside, making it clear that 

Presenting to Knesset Foreign Affairs and Defense Committee in 2012
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DO YOU HAVE AN INTERESTING STORY TO TELL? 

DO YOU WANT TO CONTRIBUTE TO OUR NEXT 
BULLETIN AND REPORT?

PLEASE CONTACT JOYCE AT 
DIRECTOR@TBDJ.ORG
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Joshua Hutman weighed only 495 grams, less than 1.1 
pounds, when he was born at 24 weeks. His mother, 
Rosaleen Rinzler, wasn’t even wearing maternity 
clothes; she hadn’t yet attended a prenatal class.

Josh spent the first five months of his life in the 
neonatal intensive-care unit of the Jewish General 
Hospital, his parents by the incubator day and night. 
He was so tiny and so fragile it was two months 
before his parents could even hold their first-born 
child in their arms.

Things would go wrong regularly — sometimes daily. 
One of the problems with babies born prematurely 
is that their lungs are not developed fully. The staff 
was encouraging, but gave them no false hope. For 
her and her husband, David Hutman, it was a deeply 
isolating experience. They could not relate even 
remotely to the concerns of other new parents.

Josh was eventually able to go home, but life was still 
different than it would have been had he been born 
healthy and at term: Because infection was a concern, 
his parents did not take him out for walks. Visitors 
had to scrub at the sink and use hand sanitizer.

Josh required special attention in myriad other ways: 
There was lots of hospital followup and a good deal 
of therapy, including physiotherapy to help with 

Member Profile: 
Joshua & Roz Hutman
by Susan Schwartz
Reprinted from The Montreal Gazette

balance and motor skills, occupational therapy and 
speech therapy.

“When a baby is born so prematurely, there could 
be delays,” said Rinzler, now 45. “We gave him ev-
erything he needed to make sure he developed 
properly.”

And he has. Today, Josh, who will be 11 in June and 
has two younger brothers, is thriving. Every year on 
his birthday, Rinzler sends a thank-you note to the 
neonatal ICU, along with homemade desserts.

“It’s just something that comes from my heart. You 
are forever indebted to these people,” she said. She 
raised almost $20,000 in an email campaign — and 
there is an incubator in the neonatal ICU with Josh’s 
name on it.

But when Josh turned 10, she wanted to mark the 
occasion in a special way. “Every birthday is special, 
but for this child it was a real milestone,” she said. 
“Josh is not your typical child. He is a miracle child.”

She wanted to do something to express her grati-
tude to the neonatal ICU — and also to transform the 
trauma of the past into something positive, she said. 
“I wanted to create a project that other parents could 
get involved with,” said Rinzler, who has considerable 
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exchange for a $2 donation to the Tiny Miracle Fund, 
students accessorized their school uniforms with 
purple items. 

Nancy Rubin, director of the auxiliary at the Jewish 
General, had high praise for Rinzler. “Roz has done a 
tremendous job in networking and outreach to get 
people involved,” Rubin said. “She is so committed, 
because of her personal experience, and she just 
felt that the NICU is such a deserving place — that it 
needs the best possible resources to help the babies, 
who are born very prematurely and very ill, and the 
parents who spend months and months there.”

experience in the field of non-traditional market-
ing. “I knew I wanted to call it the Tiny Miracle Fund. 
I knew we needed to create a brand to grow it, to 
brand it properly.”

She had heard from a friend that the auxiliary at the 
Jewish General wanted to start a project to raise 
funds for the neonatal ICU. A longtime hospital vol-
unteer and idea person named Barbara Brock had the 
idea of hospitals using obsolete incubators as fund-
raising tools — giant charity boxes, in effect — for new 
equipment for neonatal intensive-care units.

An incubator in the lobby of the Jewish General has 
collected $20,000 since it was put there in November 
2013 — and it served as a kind of platform for the 
Tiny Miracle Fund. The fund was launched with a 
press conference at the hospital on the occasion of 
World Prematurity Day. Observed internationally on 
Nov. 17, the day is intended to promote awareness 
and related action on prematurity, which affects one 
child in 10 and, by extension, the family.

To date, the Tiny Miracle Fund has raised more 
than $250,000 through various auxiliary fundraising 
projects. The auxiliary has committed $500,000 to the 
hospital’s new neonatal intensive-care unit.

Liberal Member of Parliament Irwin Cotler attended 
the press conference held to observe World Prematu-
rity day in 2014. Two of his grandchildren were born 
prematurely: A grandson, born at 25 weeks, did not 
survive. A granddaughter, born at 32 weeks, has done 
well.

“This project has been so special for me,” Rinzler said. 
“The most suitable word is passionate. I really believe 
in the cause and so I put a lot of energy into it, 
whether I’m speaking in schools or recruiting others. 
One person can make a difference.”

On April 26, the Tiny Miracle Fund was among 55 
organizations participating in the Scotiabank Charity 
Challenge at Parc Jean Drapeau. The event featured a 
half-marathon and a 5-km walk in which participants 
raise funds for a charitable organization. Rinzler 
pushed an incubator in the 5-km walk and members 
of the NICU staff were among those walking with 
her, along with a couple of Hebrew Academy high-
school students who organized a Purple for Preemies 
event on World Prematurity Day last November. In 
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One of the leading figures in the Montreal Jewish 
day school system over the past three decades 
decided to retire last year. Long-time TBDJ member 
Dr. Shimshon Hamerman stepped down as head of 
school at Solomon Schechter.

Dr. Hamerman’s career began at TBDJ during the 
illustrious Hartman era when he was invited to 
take the position of Cantor in 1970. Dr, Hamerman 
remained at TBDJ for 22 years during which he 
prepared hundreds of students to lead services, read 
from the Torah, Haftorah and Megillot. Those who 
studied with him are able to lead and participate in 
synagogue services to this day. Dr. Hamerman retired 
from TBDJ in 1992 to take up a position in education.

Dr. Hamerman was part of Solomon Schechter for 
33 years, first as vice-principal and director of the 
Judaic Studies Department and later, as principal and 
head of school. He is also an ordained rabbi.

“Dr. Hamerman has dedicated his career to making 
sure that the highest standards of excellence are met 
and that Solomon Schechter remains the preeminent 
Jewish day school in the city,” said Board of Trustees 
Chair Jody Shugar Fersten. “He is respected by 
teachers, administrators, parents and the community.

“Most of all, he is loved by the children and he clearly 
loves them in return. His passion is the sacred task of 

Member Profile: 
Dr. Shimshon Hamerman
by Mike Cohen

educating, inspiring and nurturing Jewish children. 
There is no doubt that Dr. Hamerman has fostered 
the growth and development of thousands of Jewish 
children and that his impact will be felt for genera-
tions to come.” 

Fersten said that part of Dr. Hamerman’s succession 
plan was the hiring of Steven Erdelyi, who came over 
via the public school system where he was a princi-
pal, vice-principal and a math and science teacher. 
He is also a graduate of Herzliah High School.

Dr. Hamerman said that his retirement plans were 
in the works for close to three years. “I served the 
school for more than three decades and now it is 
time to hand the reigns of leadership to a new gener-
ation,” he said at the time. “I want to thank the thou-
sands of parents who entrusted their children – their 
most precious possession – to my care and the care 
of my teams of professionals.

“My wife, my children and grandchildren were bene-
ficiaries of my career in the service of the communi-
ty. They also paid a heavy price for it because when 
you work for the public you give up much of your 
private life.”

Dr. Hamerman called Solomon Schechter “an extraor-
dinary school boasting excellence and community 
leadership in so many diverse domains.” He cited 
their Chagigot, Shabbat and Havdalah services, an 
Israel trip, a superb French program, music, Jewish 
arts, animation, robotics, math and Bible competi-
tions, sports and technology.
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Q:  How did you find the transition during your first year of retirement?

A: I began my long career in community service in 1970 when I came to TBDJ under the late Rabbi 
David Hartman z’l. I gave classes in the adult education program and directed the synagogue’s afternoon school. 
I also taught in an outreach program at Hampstead School. In addition to the above, I continued my studies at 
University of Montreal and obtained my doctorate in 1981. At the same time, I studied for Rabbinic Ordination 
with Rabbi Pinchas Hirschprung z”l, the chief rabbi of Montreal. When I became the vice principal of Solomon 
Schechter Academy (1981), I worked 7 days a week until 1992 when I retired from TBDJ. When Rosa Finestone 
retired as principal of Solomon Schechter, I followed her in leading what was the largest elementary Jewish Day 
School in the city. When I finally retired, there was quite a vacuum in my life. I gave up the daily pressures of 
running a school and the huge responsibility that was on my shoulders. Moving to the Bronfman Jewish Edu-
cation Centre, I moved from teaching children to professional development for teachers. The transition was 
smooth and in many ways welcome after so many years of community service and stress.

Q: What are your fondest memories from the different roles you played at the school?

A: There were many fond memories at Solomon Schechter. There were many families for whom I was their total 
Judaism. Their Jewish practices were those brought home by their children from school- Kabbalat Shabbat, 
Havdalah, Seders and more. Many families saw in me their family rabbi and would call me to ask all Rabbinic 
issues and matters that pertained to their family’s Jewish practices. Through the school’s relationship with Be’er 
Sheva through Partnership 2000 (Federation CJA Israel programs) and the school’s work with the Jewish National 
Fund, the Solomon Schechter Academy has undertaken an annual journey to Israel for its graduating class. This 
was the second element of the children’s and the family’s Jewish Education—the link and the connection with 
the State of Israel. Many parents acted as chaperons for the trip so parents and children traveled to Israel and 
jointly created a bond between their family and the land. I lead ten such trips and several faculty trips as well. 
My fondest memory was my ability to infuse Judaism and the love for the State of Israel into our families. 

Q: What are your hopes for the future of the Jewish day school system in Montreal?

A: There is great emphasis on fundraising in our schools at present. Everyone talks about affordability and sus-
tainability. I am concerned that the element of professional development and quality instruction are somewhat 
left behind. A school’s finances are based on two elements- fundraising and full classes. I believe that all the 
schools are spending huge efforts on fundraising. I would hope that schools address the quality of education. 
Full classes imply maximizing potential income which is as important a component as fundraising.

Q: You are doing a lecture series at TBDJ. Is this something we can expect to see more of in the future?

A: I suppose that the love of teaching was always my passion. I began my teaching career in Montreal in the 
early 1970s teaching grade four at Hebrew Academy. Much of my teaching has evolved since. I enjoy teaching 
and so long as God gives me good health, I hope to be able to bring Judaism and Israel to those who want to 
expand their Jewish horizons. When I came to Montreal in 1970 Rabbi David Hartman was making his mark 
on the community with his illustrious and diverse/eclectic adult education programs to which people flocked 
from all over the city. In some ways, I am merely continuing that Hartman and TBDJ tradition. Organized prayer 
only entered the synagogue after the destruction of the Temple. It is hard for us to believe that prayer had to 
compete to gain a place in the synagogue. The synagogue had anything but prayer on its menu of Jewish Tradi-
tions. The liturgy, its composition, its structure and its meaning are a fascinating field. We all pray at some time. 
Some of us pray three times a day and some of us pray only on Shabbat and Holidays. I find it so hard to under-
stand how we could pray with so much Kavanah (intent) and often not have a clue what the text says. I hope to 
be able to shed some light on this esoteric practice with the hope that God will positively answer our prayers as 
we know and understand more about what we recite.

MEMBER PROFILES 45



Another edition of KlezKanada is in the books and 
the popular event’s founder, Dr. Hy Goldman, could 
not be more proud. A member of the TBDJ for more 
than 50 years, Dr. Goldman says that one of his 
earliest childhood memories is the image of him 
standing in front of the Victrola, winding it up and 
listening to records, primarily old Jewish tunes. 

Each summer KlezKanada’s Laurentian Retreat draws 
people from around the world to Camp B’nai Brith. 
On the shores of a calm lake, nestled amongst the 
beautiful Laurentian mountains, participants cel-
ebrate the tradition, innovation, and continuity of 
Jewish/Yiddish culture. Intergenerational, interdisci-
plinary, and international, KlezKanada’s Laurentian 
Retreat has grown into one of the leading Jewish 
cultural events in the world. KlezKanada features an 
all-star faculty, world-class concerts, and a KlezKa-
baret that keeps participants singing and dancing 
late into the night. There are also films and classes on 
Jewish history, culture, Yiddish language, and litera-
ture, workshops for instrumentalists, singers, dancers, 
and visual artists of all levels, creative programs for 
the whole family, and so much more!

This year KlezKanada concluded with its Der Groyser 
Kontsert - A Tribute to Theodore Bikel on August 23 
at Oscar Peterson Concert Hall. The evening show-
cased four generations of the most highly acclaimed 
musicians on the international Jewish music scene – 

Member Profile: 
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all paying homage to the career of masterful per-
former, singer, actor, raconteur and author Theodore 
Bikel, in support of the KlezKanada Youth Scholar-
ship Fund.

Born in May of 1924, the legendary Theodore Bikel 
led a unique career spanning over seven decades. An 
Academy Award nominee and Emmy Award winner, 
he was perhaps best known as Tevye in Fiddler on 
the Roof, a role he performed on stage over 2,000 
times. As a folksinger and storyteller he recorded 
over 30 albums and captivated audiences on vir-
tually every continent. A true Renaissance Man, he 
viewed his work and life in terms of survival, saying, 
“You must explore your roots in the past in order to 
pinpoint your place in the present or to be entitled 
to a future.” 

“Bikel was scheduled to appear and perform at the 
concert and when I spoke to him in Los Angeles 
about a month ago he was looking forward to it, 
but he was gravely ill and it was 50/50 whether he 
would be able to appear in Montreal,” Dr. Goldman 
explained. “Well, he died a week later to our sorrow. 
Incidentally he was a member of KlezKanada’s Board 
and had already performed in 2007 and 2011.”

Born and raised in Montreal, Dr. Goldman moved 
to New York in 1946. Drafted into the U.S. Army, he 
was sent to Japan and South Korea before receiving 
his discharge 18 months later. The GI Bill of Rights 
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shtetl to shtetl playing events, Goldman said. There 
are Romanian, Turkish, Greek and Russian elements 
in klezmer, but the essential part comes from syna-
gogue music.

 “Music is a very important part of the human con-
dition,” Dr. Goldman says. “Ongoing research shows 
music’s role in the brain. I think music can heal in 
a way that’s difficult to determine. It provides an 
atmosphere where that individual is relaxed and less 
preoccupied with his or her ailments.”

enabled him to attend university, and it was there, 
at the University of Illinois at Chicago, that Goldman 
began his flirtation with music. He organized musical 
events, but also a pep rally that starred Jerry Lewis 
and Dean Martin.

“I used to be a pretty good singer, but I realized that 
singing was not what I wanted to do. I decided to 
become a doctor,” Dr. Goldman recalled.

Yet the music bug never left him. In the 1980s, when 
Dr. Goldman was involved with Montreal’s Akiva 
School, arranging concerts and other fund-raisers, he 
brought in Boston’s Klezmer Conservatory Band. The 
group played a type of music with which most of the 
public was still relatively unfamiliar. He initiated his 
summer klezmer festival eight years ago.

Dr. Goldman is an Associate Professor of Paediatrics 
and Biology at McGill University and an Emergen-
cy Room pediatrician at the Montreal Children’s 
Hospital. KlezKanada, which he actually co-founded 
with wife Sandy, is a 12 month obsession leading up 
to the actual event,

“KlezKanada makes Jewish music and the arts acces-
sible to everyone,” says Dr. Goldman. “It gives people 
a chance to learn about Jewish history and their 
roots in a contemporary way, and discover who they 
are.” The curriculum includes world-class concerts, 
workshops for instrumentalists, singers, dancers and 
visual artists of all levels, films, literature, language 
and culture, and children’s and teen programs. When 
you come to KlezKanada you have a supermarket of 
activities to choose from.”

Klezmer’s roots date back hundreds of years in 
Eastern Europe. Itinerant musicians would travel from 

Theodore Bikel in ‘In The Shoes of Sholom Aleichem’
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Hy Goldman receiving Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Medal
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The annual Yom Hashoah commemoration took 
place on April 15, as per tradition, at TBDJ, with 
Quebec Premier Philippe Couillard on hand to 
deliver greetings. 

Couillard expressed his sympathy to the survi-
vors of the Holocaust on hand for their loss. “Today 
their memories are very much alive,” he stated. 
“This is why we have a duty to remember. We must 
remember that human beings are capable of the best 
and the worst.”

The Premier was accompanied by D’Arcy McGee 
Liberal MNA David Birnbaum. Just a few seats away 
was Birnbaum’s predecessor, Lawrence Bergman. 
Many other political representatives from the mu-
nicipal, provincial and federal levels were on hand. 
Israel Consul General Ziv Nevo Kulman, the child of a 
Holocaust survivor, spoke eloquently and reminded 
everyone that having a Jewish State will ensure that 
a Holocaust never happens again.

This community-wide commemoration is extremely 

well organized by the Montreal Holocaust Memorial 
Centre. The ceremony perpetuates the memory of 
all those who were murdered during the Holocaust 
and honours those who survived. It reminds us of our 
collective responsibility to remember the Holocaust 
and to protect individuals and communities from 
oppression, antisemitism, hate, racism and discrimi-
natory policies.

This year’s theme, Remembering 1945 – Liberation: 
Hope and Anguish, reflected on a year characterized 
by both hope and despair as the end of the war drew 
near and liberation was in sight. Here in Montreal we 
are fortunate to still have Holocaust survivors in our 
midst 70 years after the end of the war, survivors who 
have contributed so much to our dynamic Jewish and 
Montreal communities. They were able to rebuild 
their lives despite the destruction and the losses they 
had suffered. Judith Nemes Black and Joyce Rappa-
port served as co-chairs.

Six Holocaust survivors lit memorial candles and 
shared their memories of liberation through short 

Premier Couillard attends Yom Hashoah commemoration
by Mike Cohen

“We must remember that 
human beings are capable of 
the best and the worst.”
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video testimonies. No matter how many times I hear 
these stories, I still find it hard to believe that such 
cruelty existed in this world.

Hermann Gruenwald explained that he was the only 
Jewish cook in the Auschwitz concentration camp. 
He survived a death march where almost 18,000 
people died, as well as several weeks of starvation 
before the liberation thanks to the food he could get 
because of his job in the kitchen. Elie Dawang was 10 
years old at the liberation of France. He recalled the 
days when the Germans left the little village where 
he had been living in hiding, and the emotions he 
felt when he was reunited with his father. Sara Her-
sco-Hollander described how the Germans left her 
and other women in a cattle car without water and 
food for days on their way to Dachau. She was liber-

ated by the Americans on May 1, 1945 and taken to a 
DP camp in Feldafing. Olga Sher spoke about the fear 
that haunted her for long years even after the libera-
tion. Not only was she afraid that the Germans might 
return, but she, as many other Jews, was also not 
welcomed back by their fellow Polish countrymen. 

Each survivor was accompanied by second and third 
generation survivors, who will ensure that these 
stories remain very much alive for years to come.

The next Yom Hashoah commemoration will take 
place at TBDJ on May 4, 2016.
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The new TBDJ App will let you see what is going on at TBDJ, including full schedule 
of services, halachic times for Montreal, and upcoming events. You’ll also have access 

to your account information and be able to view and pay invoices online.

Available for Android as well as iPhone and iPad devices. 
Search for ‘TBDJ’ in your app store, or download the apps at TBDJ.org/getapps

The new TBDJ.org website is integrated with our new Shulcloud system. In addition 
to calendar, programming and general information, it lets you log in and manage your 
own personal account where you can: register for events, review and pay bills, modify 
family details, set yahrzeit notifications, and more. If you haven’t yet logged in, contact 

the office to receive your password.

Find us on Facebook at facebook.com/TBDJ.org and share our news and events.
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